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Abstract

The objective of this article was to study the solution to the problem of the
southernmost provinces adopted by Mr. Chuan Leekpai’s government in his first term
in office (between 23 September 1992 and 13 July 1995). Its focus was only on the
policy formulation and the decision-making process of the cabinet regarding the
implementation of its policy to solve the problem of the southernmost provinces, which
was of “chronic nature” and needed the rapid “remedy”. The research results
demonstrated that Mr. Chuan Leekpai’s government in his first term in office adopted
national security policy on the southernmost provinces (1988-1992) as the milestone for
the implementation of its policy to remedy the administrative problem of the
southernmost provinces. When the policy was at the time of its discontinuation, Mr.
Chuan Leekpai’s government extended the time period of the policy’s implementation
known as national security policy on the southernmost provinces (1994-1998). The
policy consisted of 3 mutually supportive plans, namely “economics-led, public
relations-followed, and support by harmony”. The decision-making process of the
government which led to the formulation of such a public policy was of “rational model”
aiming for the greatest benefit for the society.

The article also demonstrated that this government paid attention to
building up of necessary economic infrastructure especially modern road network.
The road network provided a more convenient and higher speed means of
communication and transportation of goods for both public and private sectors.
This, in turn, was of great benefit to the country in terms of economic, social and
strategic aspects, and led to the strengthening of integrity and security in the
country administration for the years to come. The result of the implementation of
such a policy led to the reduction of the insurgency in the area.

Keywords: Mr. Chuan Leekpai's Government in his first term in office, the
solution to the problem of the southernmost provinces, the policy formulation and

the decision-making process of the cabinet
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