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Abstract

The study of cultural dimension and adaptation of the Ethnic Chong in
Changwat Chantaburi aimed to examine cultural types and development of the ethnic
community as well as cultural types changes which adapted to current situation. This
12-month qualitative research involved observations, in-depth interviews, and focus
group discussion. The key informants consisted of community elders, village
philosophers, community leaders, and the villagers who actively participated in the
conservation of cultural identity of the ethnic Chong.

It was found that the Chong has been the original indigenous people of
Changwat Chantaburi. Most of them have settled down around Khao Soi Dao and
Khao Kitchagut, especially in Takian Thong, Khlong Plu, and Pluang sub-districts. In
the old days, most of the ethnic Chong spent their lives cultivating paddy fields,
hunting, and gathering. At present, most of them have changed to fruit gardening and
being employed in various jobs. However, even though they had adapted to the
changing context and new environment, it was also found that there had been efforts
of the ethnic Chong in cultural restoration and preservation. The cultural adaptation of
the ethnic Chong included their local wisdom, tradition, ritual, and belief system.
Such adaptation was due to limited social space leading to the opening of their cultural
space by acculturation and assimilation of external cultures to reduce conflicts and
ethnic differences.

Recommendation for the research results was that the cultural support and
promotion for the Chong should be carried out in accordance with their needs,
especially those from all levels of government and the private sector. Such
enhancement would enable the ethnic Chong to subsequently transfer their culture to
the younger generation so that they could be proud of their ethnic identity which has
been reduced and might even disappear through assimilation and the lack of active
local participation and support.

Keywords: Cultural Dimension Adaptation Ethnic Chong Chantaburi Province
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