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Mr. Chuan Leekpai’s Government in His Second Term in Office

and the Solution to the Problem of the Southernmost Provinces:
A Case Study of the Policy Formulation and the

Decision-making Process of the Cabinet
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Abstract

The objective of this article was to study the solution to the problem of the
southernmost provinces adopted by Mr. Chuan Leekpai's government in his second
term in office (between 9 November 1997and 17 February 2001). Its focus was only on
the policy formulation and the decision-making process of the cabinet regarding the
implementation of its policy to solve the problem of the southernmost provinces, which
was of “chronic nature” and needed the rapid “remedy”. The research results
demonstrated that Mr.Chuan Leekpai's government in his second term in office was
still interested in solving this administrative problem as it was in his first term of office
in order to promote peace in this sensitive area. The government then brought this
issue to be considered in the cabinet after only three weeks of being in the post.
A large number of various forms of violence that occurred frequently in this area after
his first term of office was the main and sensitive problem. Even though the
government had faced with the economic crisis from the midst of 1997 before being in
his term of office, the government allocated a lot of budget to solve the problem
seriously under the principle policy : national security policy on the southernmost (1994-
1998) and national security policy on the southernmost (1999-2003) respectively, with
the collaboration of various offices. The strategic supportive policy might be “peace-led,
organization management and economics development-followed, public
relations-supported”. The strategic implementation was “politics led military”, especially
the chance opened to the surrender of agitators. The suspects were to be investigated
under the process of judgement along with the principal of Mr.Chuan Leekpai. The
result of the implementation of such a policy led to the reduction of the insurgency in

the area.
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