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Construction of Gay Identities in Thai Films
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Abstract

The objective of this qualitative research was to examine the process of
constructing gay identities in Thai films-how it was constructed and which tactics
were employed. Textual analysis was used to analyze eight Thai gay films which
showed in movie theaters from 2004 to 2009. Social construction of reality was

employed as a framework. The findings indicated that overall gay identities varied both
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similar and different from gay in social reality. Social reality change was crucial to the
construction of gay identities in Thai films. Films as social institution tended to
produce and reproduce gay identities which conformed to the norms and social
expectations. Tactics to construct reality as real were: a combination of reality and
imagination, normalization, rewarding and punishment, exception, and sound images.

Keywords : gay, identity, social construction
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