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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study the level of local democracy of
city municipalities in Thailand, and to study the relationship among internal factors of
local democracy, including institution, participation process, and community people’s
way of life dimension. The sample consisted of 373 community chairmen and
committee of eight city municipalities. Data were collected by the questionnaires. The
result indicated that city municipalities in Thailand had high level of local democracy.
When considering the aspects involved, community people’s way of life and institution
dimension were at the high level whereas participation process dimension was at the
moderate level. Hypothesis testing indicated that local democracy in institution,
participation process, and community people’s way of life dimension were related to
one another in general and in each aspect at the statistical significance level of 0.01.

Keyword: local democracy, public participation, municipality, Thailand
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