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Abstract

The purpose of this article is to study the relations between the Buddhist faith
and the structure of Thai politics from Phra W. Vajiramedhi's teaching in order to
elaborate its ideology and meaning as well as its reflections on such relation. In
addition, this study also explains the ways of propagation by Phra W. Vajiramedhi. The
researcher collected qualitative data by in-depth interviews, reviews of secondary data
from documents and online sources particularly Phra W. Vajiramedhi's Facebook.

The results show that according to Buddhist doctrine, Phra W. Vajiramedhi's
teaching is a sign which is short, fitting, practical, and directly meaningful with
political implications. Regarding time and social context, it reflects the relations
between faith and political power structure in terms of social orders, reduction of
resistant behavior and justice reappraisal for Thai society elites. Such relation is created
by the monk who has no desire and no interest in matters of laymen. However, this is
just the myth.

Therefore, religion, faith, and Thai political power are related to support
legitimacy in the use of justice by Thai elites. Moreover, the myth, through W.
Vajiramedhi’s teaching along with the Buddhist faith makes people greatly believe its
meaning without doubt and dare not criticize the socio-cultural phenomenon.

Keyword: W. Vajiramedhi, Buddhist faith, relations, power structure
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