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Abstract

The objectives of this research were, first, to study level of the problems and
adaptation of farmers cultivating coconut in Thap Sakae District, Prachuap Khiri Khan
Province; second, to study level of adaption of those farmers, thirdly, to compare the
farmer’s personal factors of adaptations to the problems, and fourthly, to investigate the
relationship between the problems of farmers and their adaptations. The samples of this
study were 363 coconut farmers from six sub-district in Thap Sakae District, Prachuap
Khiri Khan Province. Ten of them took part in the in-depth interviews. Data were
collected by questionnaire. Statistics used for data analysis were the percentages, the
arithmetic mean, the standard deviation, the analysis of variance, the least significant
difference method and the Pearson’s product moment correlation coefficient.
Statistically significance was set at 0.05 level. Research indicated that farmer's
problems were at high level while their adaptations were at the moderate level. Farmers
with different personal factors, namely education level, land ownership, income from
coconut cultivation, and extra income significantly affected the adaptations of farmers
at the 0.05 statistical significance level. Moreover, demographic factors including age
and family size had no effect on the adaptations of farmers. Overall, most of the farmer’
s problems resulted from drought, pest, and decline in production price, had no
correlation with the adaptations of farmers cultivating coconut in Thap Sakae District.

Keywords: adaptation, farmer, coconut cultivation problem
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