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Thai Public Administration Curriculum: Past, Present, Future
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Abstract

The article on Thai Public Administration: Past, Present, Future aimed at studying
the factors of Thai public administration education. These factors have resulted in changes
in public administration education in Thailand. The analyses of public administration
curricula and programs were conducted at three universities, namely Chulalongkorn

University, Thammasat University, and the National Institute of Public Administration.
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These universities were the first to launch public administration programs in Thailand. This
article is divided into three parts: Thai public administration in the past (before B.E. 2500-
2540), Thai public administration at the present (B.E. 2541 - present), and the future of Thai
public administration. The results showed that factors affecting the development of public
administration curricula consisted of management, political, and international factors.
These factors have contributed to the change in curriculum development from producing
graduates to supply the public sector to producing graduates for both public and private
sectors. In the past, the focus of most courses was on law and regulations. Nowadays, it
has integrated the knowledge from the field of business administration and result-based
management. In the future, Thai public administration programs will definitely expand both
in scale and scope, within the conformity of the government’s regulations and provision for
quality education.

Keywords: Curriculum, Thai public administration
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