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Abstract

The purposes of this research were five-folds. First, to develop a self-directed
learning package; second, to compare learning achievement of adult learners in a non-formal
vocational certificate program between pre-test and post-test; third, to analyze the future
orientation and intrinsic motivation; fourth to study the satisfaction of adult learners in a
non-formal vocational certificate program with self-directed learning package; and finally
to study the development of self-directed learning. The samples, selected by purposive
sampling, consisted of thirty adult learners in a non-formal vocational certificate program
of business computer at The Non-formal Education and Informal Education Center in Bang
Yai District, Nonthaburi Province. The instruments employed in this research were self-
directed learning package, the pre-test and post-test, questionnaires concerning the
satisfaction, interview forms, observation forms, the test of future orientation, the test of
intrinsic motivation, and the test of self-directed learning. The data were analyzed with the
means, the standard deviation, and the t-test.

The research findings indicated that the self-directed learning package on quality
of life development for adult learners in a non-formal vocational certificate program had the
efficiency of 80.74/81.86. Post-test scores on learning achievement of adult learners in a non-
formal vocational certificate program were significantly higher than that of the pre-test
scores at the statistical significance level 0.01. Moreover, the learning achievement of the
adult learners who had high future orientation and high intrinsic motivation was
significantly higher than those with low future orientation and intrinsic motivation, at the
statistical significance level 0.01 as well. Satisfaction of adult learners in a non-formal

vocational certificate program on the self-directed learning package was at high level. The
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adult learners in a non-formal vocational certificate program with high self-directed learning
character had clear performance of self-directed learning but the ones with low self-directed
learning character and a learning problem had low performance of self-directed learning
through the respective learning steps.

Keywords: self-directed learning, non-formal adult learners, vocational certificate program
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