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The Salaw Playing in Lanna Culture: A Case Study of the

Saream Silpa Troupe, San Pa Tong District, Chiang Mai Province
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Abstract

This research aimed to study, record, and document the Saream Silpa Troupe, San
Pa Tong District in Chiang Mai Province, in its historical background, musicians, and
musical transmission. The main musical instrument, Salaw, has been intensively studied
in its background, structure, tuning system, and playing method. The songs were
documented and transcribed to western notation and were analyzed in musicology ideas.
Essentially this research was of a descriptive nature. The primary source was derived from
the field study and the secondary source from former texts, books, researches, as well as
all papers concerned in order to preserve cultural heritage of the North in Chiang Mai
province.

The result of the study indicated that long history of Lanna Musical Culture which
has been handed down from generation to generation. The Saream Silpa Troupe, with nine
members, is an original Lanna style. Salaw, the most important instrument, has 2 strings,
which are tuned into the fifth interval. These playing techniques: trill, grace note,
syncopation as well as long tone are being played with the Salaw. The songs, in all
performances, comprise twenty-four songs, have recorded only the main melodies and have
been transcribed to western notation. From the analysis, it could be concluded that the
songs have a monophonic texture with four modes concerned: CDE GA, FGA CD, E
FGBC BCDF GandF G A BC D. The melody, without imitation, ranged between C4
to Gb, with both conjunctive and disjunctive motions as well as repetition and non repetition
were found. The song ornamentation is only the trill. There are eight melodic thythms which
are both downbeat and anacrusis forms. The time signature of the songs is 2/4 with its tempo
approximately 75 = 80 times per minute.

Keywords: Salaw, the Saream Silpa Troupe, San Pa Tong
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